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know of things which are not material, which we call
spiritual. From matter we distinguish our minds or
souls.
But which of the two is the ultimate reality in the
universe? Are our minds merely a way in which
matter behaves under certain conditions, or is mind
the basic reality and matter a mere expression of
mind? We are now certain that in so many million
years matter, as we know it on this earth, will no
longer serve as the vehicle of life. The history of man
on this planet must end and cease to exist. If matter
is the ultimate reality, matter will continue. But all
our lives and what we did in them, and the con-
sequence of our acts as affecting others, will have no
kind of ultimate result. Its unimportance will, in
fact, be infinite. If matter is the ultimate reality, our
sense of the infinite difference of right from wrong is
a sheer illusion.
This brings me back to my previous point. If
human life were based on belief that the pleasure of
each is his only good and his sense of duty a figment,
then life would rapidly cease to be human. The law
of the jungle, the negation of law—anarchy, would
result. As I do not see how anyone can prove that
matter is the ultimate reality—that our sense of
right and wrong is illusion—I cannot myself under-
stand how anyone in reason can base his life or call
on others to base their lives on that belief. If the
mere possibility of mistake is admitted, the results of
action based on mistake of this order are beyond
measure disastrous. On the other hand, if we assume
that our sense of right and wrong is valid and based
on the truth, then, if we have made a mistake, that
mistake is of no final importance. If matter is the
final reality, then nothing is of final importance.
When life has ceased to exist and only matter re-
mains, then human experience will be ended and
vanish. What happened to men, what they did to

